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Studies the hunt, animals and how regional dynamics 
informed local cultural practices on the Korean peninsula

• Elucidates the significance of the peninsula in regional and Eurasian 
history through detailing and navigating animals and the hunt, 
themes scholarship has overlooked.

• Reframes the struggle between a kingship and a powerful 
bureaucracy competing for authority over an expanding state in the 
shifting geopolitics of Northeast Asia at the advent of the Little Ice 
Age.

• Explores political and military contacts across Northeast Asia through 
Korean encounters with Yuan Mongols, Ming Chinese, Jurchen tribes, 
and Japanese on Tsushima and pirates along the coasts, all in the 
context of hunts, hunting grounds, and wild beasts.

• Rereads the primary sources with an eye on animals and the hunt, 
including neglected sources such as a fifteenth-century manuscript 
on falcons and falconry.

• Draws upon secondary sources across the fields of animal studies, 
zoology, geography, biology, and more, including forays into the 
larger topic of human-animal affairs and environmental history.
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